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‘The tactios given below were taught in 1952, 4s a rule,

they were identical with information in DA Pamphlet 30+75,

*Handbook on Soviet Tactics - The Rifle Regiment®, published
by Bepartment of the Army, dated Auz 53. &u: ormation sadd-

ing te.er differing from data in—r! given below, 50X
| 1. Januals and .Rep_l_' ) t‘:l:on.. " |

. The infantry tactics manual used in the school was the

"Pontative Manusl of Pield Service Regulations® (Proyekt Polev-
' ofe Ustava), issued in 1948 by the Ninistiry of -Armed Porces in

, s It was about 20 x 15 ¢m and had a red cover, It was
¢ 1 i; thieck, and had 200 - 300 pages., There were no illustra-
tions, fThe manual dealt with attack, defense, coordination of
infentry with artillery and tanks, security, and reconnaissance,
Source wis tgught these tactiocs on compeny, battalion, énd regi-

g -

mental levels:
™ 24 ent o8

‘ Soureo was not familiar with doctrine or tactice employ-
‘ed in W¥ II and therefore could not compare or etate the chang-

o8 made in dectrine since W¥ II.

' Pour basic attack formations wers used: main thrust
_1e2%, main thrust right, stiack em wide front (three regiments
n'li.m), and breakthrough (three rqu.pgnpp-m-colm) o

fhe tomfiqnl were used cafofo.o'rding to the torra:m
apd the disposition of enemy troops. The ferces were useally

ised in twe echelens, The first echelon attacked while
the sepond was held in reserve. Reserves depended on the tacte:
416x1 situatien and the decisien of the CO, and were held anye. ..

¢Te from 600 m to three kilemetera im the rear of the attacking
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Usually a rifle division beld on2 rifle regiment,
some divisional artillery, and some armor in reserve, & rifle
regiment held one rifle battalion, some artillery, and some
armor in reserve. A rifle battalion held one rifle company
reserve, and a rifle company held no reservesa :

Unit frontages were the same as given in[:::::::::] 50X1

The wedge and inverted wedge formations (see pp 24
and 39, were not taught in 1952, ' : .

T bs Employment of 57-mm AT Guns at Battalion, Regiment,
and Bivisien . R

These guns were decentralized and placed under com-
mand of company €08, They were used to fire on EKG idests, forti-
fied bunkers, tanks, and firing positions. In assault and pene-—

 tration into enemy positiens, the 57-mm guns were moved wiiliis
the infantry lines to support the infantry. They did not parfi-

cipate in the pursuit,
¢+ Employment of 85-mm SP Guns at Regiment

In attaek, the SP gunsg were under deceniralized comn-

" trel. They were used only for direct fire on AT positions and

enemy tanks, One SP gun was placed between iwo tanks to pro-
tect them and clear a path for thems

‘ 8P guns were never used as divisional or regimental
artillerye

d. Employment of AAA ¥Ge and 37-mm AA Guns

AAA MGs and 37-mm AA guns were ususlly employed
with the second echelon to protect batitalion, regimental, anéd
divisional OPs. They were never used by themselves or with
other supporting weapons to suppert the advance of ground troops.

,1h§vaare under centralized control of battalien or regimental
Cle,.

¢, BEmployment of the Medium Tank Regiment in a Rifle
Division

The tanks of the regiment were decentralized and
pupperted infentry companies or battalions. Four to six tanke
and two to three SF guns supported a rifle company, while 10
tenks and five SP guns supported a rifle battalions They were
rlaced in front of the infaniry, and had the same objectives
a8 the infantry. The only mission of the tanks was to inifi-ts
a breakthrough in the enemy lines and make a passage feor the
infantrys :

SECHET
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2+ Freparation for the dttack - o L
Puring the buildup for atteck, forward assettbly areas

 ‘thyes to five kilometers from the enemy MIR, fThe lide of
ure was about two kilometers from the enemy KHIE. AIl moves

.
geBte to the line of departure were made at night, Tocations
4 8

- [ gurity of other concentration areas were not known to

Co Command Poats

S CP# were displaced according to the advance of
troopss .
" he Objectives

- Based on the theory that the enemy would use & three-
trench system, the following objectives were assigned. 4 »iflse
battalion had the immediate objective of capturing and occup ing
the first three ememy trenches (about ome kilometer in depth),
and the fellow-up objective was to capture enemy artillery posis
tions behind the third trench (about two kilometers im depth)e
fhe immediate objective of regiment was the same as the Batal-
lien fellow-up objectives The follew-mp objective of the regi-
ment was to occupy the second (reserve) set of trenches, a depth
of about three kilometers from.the firat hostile trenche Obe=
jectives for diyision and corpe were unknowns

L After a unit accomplished its immediate and followe
; pﬂgbiqctive,-the troops dug in and brought up supplies in prew
ingTKﬂQh‘for counterattackss If there were no counterattacks
pnd the advance could be maintaimed, then the advanceé continued
%9 the point of pursuit, When the enemy was routed and the pur-
B started, the first echelon rested and the second echelen
parves) continued the action

i; Sommunications

o In sttack, radio was the main means of communication.

 te the changing situations, there was rarely time te lay

hone lines, ouriers, flares, and semaphore were used at
ppany and battalion level, Telephone lines were laid from

higher to lower units, and from right to left in adjacent units,.

Attached units laid their own lines. Infantry units bhad radie

contact with artillery and armored unitss Source could notd

draw ary radio or telephone nets,

Companies and plateons did not have telephonellinas,
~ and the company €0 gave orders to his platoon leaders through
couriers; flares, semaphore, or hand signals. ;

Ll Source was not sure of communications between air
force and assenlt units, He believed thai assault teems spread
predetermined colored cleths on the ground to distinguish trem-
selves from the enemy, and that there were communicaiions via
radie and rocket flares, Planes could also have prearranged
signals such as tipping their wings, banking, ete,

SECRES :
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e The mortar battery forward observer ocould direct
n only the fire of hie own unit, and not the fire of other artil-
lery units,

J» Combat Teame

Combat teame, called assault groupe (Shtormovyye
@rupy), were composed of a rifle platoon or company reinforced
with several tanks, SP and AT gune, light mobile artillery,
flamethrowers, and engineer troops, for the reduction of by
passed enemy strong points {see subpar.A 6 ¢, below). Mere
~were also special pursuit groups of riflemen end SMG unite in
‘armored personnel carriers, with tanks, but source could not
re0all details on such combat teams,

4o Defense
B Posltion Defense

In defense, the Soviet Army had no reserves compar-
able to reserves in Western Armies. All units from platoon te
corps level were divided into first echelon, which bore ths main
burden of defense, and second echelon, comparable te reserved,
The strength of the firet echelon was about twice that of the
secend echalon.

' The disposition given below was carriesd out to army
leval,e :

& rifle ocompany area was TOQ ~ 1000 m,wide and oo~.
oupied the firat two trenches of the defensive zone, Ths first
trenoh was cooupied by two plaetoons, cmlled first schelon plé-
toons of s first echelon sompany,.’ The second trench was 6ooU~
pied dy the third platoon, callsd the second echelon platoon of
& firat eshelen company.s

Beside this rifle company, another first echelen
" eoompany was deployed in the same manner, making a batialion
width of 13 to two kilometers. The third trensoh of the rifle
battalion area was ocoupiled by.the third rifle oompany, called
the ssoond echelon company of s first echelon battalisn., 2Zhias
2ade & battalion depth of 14 to twe kilometers. ’

Beside this first echelon rifle batitulion, susther
first echolon rifle battalion wae deployed in the same panner,
giving & regimental width of three te four kilometars,

Behind the three of feur tronchea of the first de-
‘fense positions, which wes ocoupied by the first echelon bat-
talicns, there were ithree of four trenches forming the second
defensive position, This position wes menned by the third rifls
battalion of a first echelon rifle regiment. The regimental
~ deptk was three to feur kilometera,
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' Beside this first echslon regiment, axother first
echelen rifle regiment was deployed in the same rapner, giving
& rifle division & widih of six to eight kilometers, ,

: In the rear of the first two defensive pesitions, a
third defensive position of thres or four trenches was estab-
lished, This was manned by the third rifle regiment, called ths
second echelon regiment of the first echelon division., The dep-—
th of a first echelen division was 4% to six kilometers, The -
three defensive positions, each of three or four trenches, form-
o the first defensive belts I

Beside this first echelon rifle division, another
; first echelon rifle divieion was depleyed in the sanme ways glve
L ing a width of 12 — 16 kmefor a rifle corps.

. A Becond defensive belt of three defensiva roeitions,
;080 with three or four trenches, was occupied by a third »ifYs
‘division, giving a rifie corps a depth of eight 4o 12 km,

- : Fhe third defensive belt of three defensive posite
ions, each of thrse or four trenches, was oceupied by a third
rifle corps, called the second echelon corps of a first echelon
8ray. An army had a width of 24 - 32 kn, and a depth of 16 « 20
km, consisting of three defensive belts,

Phe 82~mm mortars were under contrsl of battalion
€08, and 120-mm mortars were under control of regimental €06,
Sourece did not know if final protective fires were prepared,
8P guns were not used in defense, but tanks eould be dug in and
‘used as artillery, The 57-mm AT guns were between the first -
‘and second trenech wnder decentraliged contrel, in support of
fhanganiem. Source had no further details on their deployment,

U Back platoon leader was responsiblie for the AT de=
-fense in his sector., IFf the AP gung availabie te hinm were not
“suffiecient, he called the corpany CO for additionsl AT fires .
The batialion €6 then coordinated AT fires. :

- The divisien or regiment provided troops for the
~ .seourity mone. o
"~ b. Nobile Defense o
Soursce alse learned mobile defense and defense en
& wide front,

_-In & mobile defenas, only one or two defensive Zonss
of two or three trenches each were established, depending on the -
time available., In defense on a wide front, each unit had &
frontal width two or three times as large as in positional de—
fense, and had fewer dsfensive zoness - :

: Source was taught that the orgavizaiion of mobiis
~ defense and defense on 2 wide front depended on the army @8,

SECRE%R
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the terrain, snd circumstances. No definite widths, depths,
and number of trenches or zones were envisaged. He had no fur-
ther details on mobile defense and defense on & wide fronte

5« . Delaying or Retrograde Action

éouxce had no instructi&n on'delaying or retrograde act-—
ions He was taught that withdrawals were to be made at night
if pessible, but could be made at any time.

. - He believed that a regiment complete with all erganie
units, or & battallen with additional tanks and artillery,
would be left ;;pdyiay the enemy in a division withdrawals He
had no other information on any aspect of withdrawals or de~
laying actionse - ' R - .

6+ Special Operations

Source hed mno knowledge of,; or training on night or air-
borne operationss He gave the following information on other
special operationss

a¢ Mountain Warfare

. Souree heard that there were special mountain divi-
sions, equipped with smaller, lighter mobile artillery and pack
animals (donkeys, mules, and mountain ponies)s He had no furth-

" er details on these divisions, and he had no cther information
on mountain warfares

be PFortified Zones

‘ 6n orders of the division CG, the regimental C&
would form a special assault group (Shtormovaya Grupa) of 60 -~
100 men commended by a company CO or platoon leader. Such a
group consisted of a platoon to a company of riflemen, reine
forced with several tanks, SP and AT guns, light mobile artil-
lery, flamethrowers, and engineer iroopss The engineers had:
nine detectors, dynamite, barbed wire cutters, flamethrowers,
and decontamination equipments \

While the mission of troops in an ordinary attack
was to advance, a special assault group had a specific mission =~
to destroy & fortified zone, pillbox, or firing position. TUpmn
gggpletion of the miesion, the group returhed to the regimental

.

¢s River Crossings ‘

(See p 44, ‘“““BI*‘E‘E‘B“BJ, *Handbook on Sov- 50X
‘4et and Satellite Armies™, published by Dept of the Army, da- _

:ted Mar 53.)

Source did not know how long it took to prepare Tor
a river crossing. The first step was extensive reconnaissance
of the terrain, shores, river, and depth of water by the divi=-
sion or regimental CO and reconnaissance, engineer, and staff

SECEET
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officers. Thew all units and and equipment Jesignated for the

) ’ erossing were moved, preferably at night, as close as possible
to the line of departure., Before the actual crossing, artillery
and planes would destroy all enemy firing positions and troop
concentrations with three to six hours of artillery fire and
bombings B

All efforts were made to cross the river in the -
hours of darkness. If this waB impossible, a smoke screen was
laid by engineers to cover the crossing, using smoke generatorss
The agsault teams crossed the fiver in anything that would carry
them =~ flotation suits, rafts, pontons, small and large wooden
and pneumatic boats, and ferries, Amphibian tanks and light
artillery went across with the first wave. The objective was
to secure the bridgehead and hold it

As soon as the bridgehead was established, a ponton
Pridge of prefabricated parts was put up, and artillery, ~ome™,
and troops crossed to increase the depth and widih of the bridg:
head., Source did not know how big the bridgehead had te be be~
fore the bridge was erecteds

@rossings intended to establish a bridgehead were
on a narrow front, but flank crossings were made for diversion.

v 411 river erossings were supposed to be supported

by artillery and planes. The division or regimental €O coord-

- jnated aerial support, but source could not give any details of
the soordination. Source did not know if armored units were
uged to supplement artillery fire, but he thought that the am-—
phibian tanks saved their fire until they had crossed the rivers

He said that these decisions were made by the division or regi-

mental €O according to the requirements of the particular aitye-
ations » _ o :

de¢ Forests and Swamps

50X1
o Eriﬁrir“ji‘jf‘QQCture on forest and swamp warfare.
He remembered that only light equipment was used in such oper—
ations, and that the tactics were to surround the enemy an

sttack simultaneously from the front, rear, and flanks. If the
forests were on high ground, every effort was made to caphture
the heights. No further details,

L,;‘ﬁi] Infantry Training

S The average soldier was supposed to fire three to Tive
rounds from a carbine or five to 10 rounds from an SMG once
sach month. Source believed that the majority of Soviet EM
fired no weapons other than the carbine, SMG, and perhaps IMG.
Only men assigned to HMGS, mortars, AT weapons, and artillery

. fired such weapons. Source thought that most Saviet EM were
. good merksmen, but he could not give eny training details.

.+ Bayonet training in the Soviet Army was part of phys.cal
. trdining., Thrusts and calisthenics with the carbine and Tiz-
i ed bayonet were part of the daily PT schedule, Source could
E give no further details.
] . -
|
|
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‘B, ARTILIERY TACTICS N
14,-§oot£3pe and Command Channels for Artillery

o ,$9urce knew of no artillery manualss The infantry tac~
- ties manupl (see subpar & 1, above) gave some information on
- eoqrdinated infantry-artillery tactics. o

In combat, the next higher command above an artillery
division was army or army group. The next higher command above
& spaparate artillery regiment was corps, army, or army Sroup.
& rifle regiment received up to an artillery battalion for sup~
ports The €@ of the rifle regiment or division deecided how to
attach supporting artillerys ‘

T Artillery firing positions were selected by the rifle
regiment artillery officer and the artillery battaliocn GO. The
artillery C0 designated the firing positioms o battery Jis.

The selection was guided by reconnaissance, but source was not
familiar with the reconnaissance methods, Occupation of firing
positions was guided by visibility, air protection, easy ammun-

.. ition supply, and terrain festures, The time required to estab-
lish a firing position was not known tc source.

' Soviet artillery had special firing tables for various
weather conditions., One gun of a battery or battalion regist-
ered the target by having an observer correct the fire until it
was on the target. Then all other guns of the battery or bat=
talion were calibrated according to the firing tables. Survey
eperations were unknown to sourcey

Source believed that all artillery pieces could be used
for direct or indirect fire missions. He had no information on
the extent of direct and indirect fire. He was not familiar
with harrassing or interdiction fires

Road marches, cross country moves, displacement of art-
illery, and countermortar and counterbattery techniques were
‘anknown to sources

. Boviet artillery used changing or floating (Kachayush—
ehiye) positions. By moving the pieces as soon as the enemy
loeated a position, they deceived the enemy on the number and

- lecation of guns. Dummy batteries (wagon wheels with logs for
"~ barrels} and dummy OFS were constructed as targets for eneny
srtillery and planes,

' - Source did not know when reinforcing artillery, moriars,
.and rocket launchers were moved into position areas prior fc an
attack, Depending on the enemy strength, artillery fired from
two. $0 six hours prior to an attack. Before the jump—off, mor-

tars fired with the artillery. Whenever possible, air attack
Iastgoo;dinated with artillery fire, bui source knew no details
on this,
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In the attack, tank guns helped to penetrate enemy lines.
In defense, tanka could be dug in and used Tfor direct firing. .
4% no time were tank guns part of the division or regimental art-
illery or supplementary artillery.

2. Pire Control Procedures

Source knew of no manuals for fire control techniques.

Division, corps, and army group had fire direction cent-—
ers, Details were unknown to source., The rifle division or reg-
imental €O and artillery officer decided whether or not %o fire

. on a specifie target. The battalion and battery Co6 and the pla-

T toon leaders decided how many guns, number of rounds, and what
type of ammunition wculd be used on a targei. Usumally the targ-
el was shelled until it was destroyeds

Firing charts were used to compensste Tor weathe .
bration, and indirect firej

In source’s opinion, it would take about one minuse %o
bring simultaneous fire of more then a battalion onte a sarget
of opportunity. He based this on the fact that all sectors and
Zones were zeroed in. Since a target of opportunity would be a
direct target, fire could be delivered as soon as the zercedwin
tables were trarsmitted to the gunners znd the adiustments were
made on the guns,

Funetions of the topography and intelligence platocns
in fire contrel, observation; and survey were unlknown o sources

Gs ALA AND ARMOR TACTICS
Source had no information on AAA and/or armor tactiecs, ox~

cept as given in coordination with infantry and artillery tactics
in pars,4 z2nd B, above,
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